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What you see with a construction application, software or technology platform is a stylish 

interface, but without cloud collaboration technology to deliver the data, it's a lot like using a 

pen without ink. If you want to work and collaborate remotely, or visit a job site and have the 

details you need, or even communicate with your team while you're at a conference, you'll need 

a mobile device and a cloud-based construction management platform to get the job done.

In this ebook, we'll help you understand the difference between a pure mobile app and a 

cloud-based software and/or technology platform. We'll also go through the special 

advantages of the cloud for your projects and the construction industry.
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When we talk about Cloud Collaboration we 

know that it is a way in which employees can 

collaborate on controlled documents and 

other types of data that are stored off-site and 

outside the company firewall.  The focus is on 

delivering the right data to the right person at 

the right time.

What is 
Cloud Collaboration
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Cloud Collaboration benefits 

For both individuals and enterprises, a mobile cloud computing system provides many advantages. It 

makes it easier for teams in different locations to collaborate. All the data and files needed to perform a 

job or work on a project are stored in a central location; employees can use their mobile device, tablet 

or desktop to access the files or applications and perform the tasks they need to get the job done.

There are many benefits of cloud-based project management systems, including:

Improved accessibility

You can access your cloud applications, files, 

documents and projects from anywhere, 

including your home, workplaces, job site trailers 

and client offices. A cloud-based system also 

improves accessibility across the team. Everyone 

can see the status of work across the entire project.

No manual updates

Cloud-based construction management 

applications update automatically. Information is 

also sent to the cloud in real time, ensuring your 

team doesn't miss any vital information, changes 

or updates.

Enhanced collaboration

When you access a file and make an authorized 

change, all team members can see the updated 

file instantly. Features such as screen sharing and 

virtual workrooms further enhance collaboration 

capabilities and facilitate teamwork.

Single source of truth

A cloud-based construction management system 

helps create a single source of truth on a project. 

That way, there is one reliable source of data and 

information that the entire team can trust and 

work with, improving consistency and quality 

throughout the project.

Additional security

You may lose a phone or laptop, but even if you 

lose the physical mobile device you use to access 

your data, your files are safely stored in the cloud 

storage area.
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Cloud-based construction management is providing the 

construction industry makes projects using them run smoothly. 

Cloud-based construction management is about more than 

storage systems or devices; it's about the strategy and processes for 

managing a construction project and delivering controlled data.

Cloud-based construction management goes beyond "we have to 

put this document in the cloud." It is a shift in thinking to "we have 

to manage this process collaboratively in the cloud."

Let’s take a closer look at the advantages of construction 

management in the cloud.

Cloud Collaboration 
in the Construction Industry
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Saves time

Today's construction teams already waste a lot of time searching for data and information. According 

to an IMF report, construction professionals spend "35% of their time (more than 14 hours a week) on 

non-productive activities, including searching for project information, resolving conflicts, and dealing 

with errors and rework."

When processes are executed with cloud-based construction management systems, teams can save 

a lot of time. It's quick to check documents, work orders and drawings from any location, so relevant 

data is always available to complete a task. Plus, it also avoids long commutes between the job site 

and the office, simply to deliver a photo or check a measurement.

Brings teams together

The enhanced collaboration provided by 

cloud-based project management makes it 

easier and more efficient than ever for teams to 

work together. Changes are tracked and each 

team member or supervisor can see the work 

progress of various stakeholders and trades. In 

the event of a critical change or update, the 

entire team can be notified immediately; 

affected workers can begin to resolve the issue, 

while others can adjust deadlines and schedules 

to reflect the pending change.
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Scalability

Another unique benefit of cloud-based 

construction management is scalability. For 

growing construction companies, mobile cloud 

computing makes it easy to take on additional 

projects so you can bid, answer a question or 

have a necessary conversation, even if you're not 

in the office. Because you have project 

information at your fingertips, any mobile device 

allows you to provide a client with the details 

they need and ensures that no opportunity or 

deadline is missed.

Add security

As mentioned, one of the best features of cloud 

computing for the construction industry is the 

one thing you don't think you'll need until it's 

gone: security. Lost or hacked documents are a 

real pain, and recovery efforts can be more 

tedious in time and resources if you're not 

backed up in the cloud.

By keeping your sensitive customer data, 

financial information, designs and plans, and 

ownership details secure in the cloud, you can get 

back up and running quickly if something 

happens to your device or office. If a broken 

laptop or lost phone is one of your biggest 

nightmares because you could lose hours, days, if 

not months of work, then a cloud-based 

construction management system is a must. 

Accidents and unexpected events often happen, 

but accessible off-site storage can't be damaged if 

your business has a fire, flood or other emergency, 

allowing you to resume your real job even if your 

office or systems are damaged. And data in the 

cloud is protected against hackers and intrusion 

by the strongest cloud providers in the world.



Take the next step 
in Cloud Collaboration

The results are there: you don't just need mobile devices, you 

need the cloud. You wouldn't use a pen without the ink, so why 

settle for a mobile construction app without cloud-based 

project management? Yes, a simple mobile app may look like it 

has a fully functional tool, but without the crucial cloud 

component, it's more or less useless.

If you're not using a mobile device, cloud-based construction 

management software and/or technology platform in your 

company, it's time to upgrade or make the switch. If you are 

interested, take a look at Autodesk Docs which allows you to 

store and share design data in the cloud in addition to make 

reviews, upload design files, mark up, and create different issues 

on 3D model or 2D drawings.

The improved efficiency, productivity, accessibility and security, 

and sheer convenience of cloud computing make it a valuable 

investment for construction companies of all sizes.
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https://microcad3d.com/bim-docs/
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